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September 2019 

 

                                             Stewardship Appeal for CY 2020 
Our annual Stewardship Appeal for next year will be held between September and November 
3, 2019.  Pledge cards for 2020 giving will be mailed in September, and the campaign will end 
on dedication Sunday, November 3. 
 
This appeal is our opportunity to give thanks and to pledge our faith and support for First Pres-
byterian Church missions, ministries, and member care.  Your pledge during this campaign will 
help session determine what we can accomplish in 2020. 
 
We urge you to return your pledge card as soon as possible—either by mail, in the collection 
plate, or to the office.  You will notice the card again offers the opportunity to make a contribu-
tion over and above your regular pledge to help fund major building expenses.  We worship in 
a large facility that is aging, with an ever-increasing number of repairs required each year.  The 
option to pledge an extra amount for maintenance is something you may wish to consider. 
 
With your continued prayers and dedication of time, talents, and financial gifts, we will remain 
for many more years “a small, friendly, healthy, vibrant church.” 
 
Yours in Christ,  
Members of Session:  Marlene Acus, Elaine Brown, Ken Gadd, John Haynes,  
Bill McMIllan, Art Myers, Troy Oliver, Jan Smith, Diane Sondergelt 

Pastor Search Update 
The process of completing the Ministry Information Form (MIF) has begun.  A Session subcom-
mittee of Troy Oliver, Art Myers, Elaine Brown and our Presbytery liaison, Rev. Linda Niece, met 
on August 28 to complete most of the form which included documenting the “leadership com-
petencies” we desire in a pastor.  Another meeting is scheduled to complete the remainder of 
the form. We expect it will be presented and finalized in our September session meeting. Once 
approved, our Executive Presbyter, Terry Kukuk, will circulate to appropriate candidates. 
    
Check the October Lifeline for the next update and feel free to reach out to a committee mem-
ber for further discussion. 
Troy Oliver, Personnel Committee Chair 
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Pastor’s Prayers 

I’ve been thinking recently about the importance of prayer.  Your Session would like to 
encourage everyone to keep this congregation in prayer during this time of transition.   This 
is a way for you to participate in the process of searching for a new pastor.  We will soon 
have available a handout of prayers that you might find helpful.   

I particularly value our prayers of joy and concern at the beginning of worship.  When 
you mention someone who is going through a hard time, you are not only lifting up that per-
son in prayer, but you are also letting the whole congregation know what you are concerned 
about.  Our whole worship service then takes place in the context of these prayers for our-
selves and others. 

There is no wrong way to pray, but perhaps you feel self-conscious about it. Here is a 
brief pattern of prayer that Christians have used since at least the fifth century:  

Description of some attribute or action of God; 

Petition, based on that attribute or action; 

Result clause (“so that…”), indicating the purpose of the petition; 

Concluding doxology. 

 Example:  Loving God, who called the church into being through the gift of the Spirit:  
Strengthen us today with your Word, that we may proclaim your truth with boldness 
and minister your justice with compassion; for the sake of the world you love and in 
the name of the one you sent to save us, Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen.  

Just pray from your heart, and let God do the rest! 

 

*** 

By the way, I will be offering a three-week Membership Exploration class starting Sunday 
September 15 from 9:15 – 10:00 am.  This will be an opportunity to learn more about Chris-
tianity, Presbyterianism, and First Presbyterian of Fairborn.  If you are feeling God at work in 
your life and wondering what it might mean to make a commitment to this congregation, 
please talk to me about attending this class. 

Grace and peace, 

Pastor Karen 

A NOTE FROM THE ECCLESIAL – OUR RESIDENT CHURCH MOUSE 

I’m resting up after getting the kiddos ready to go back to school.  Whew—what a busy time!  
I want Kathleen Seewer and all her Helping Hands volunteers to know how much I appreciate 
all you did to help the Primary School students get to and from where they needed to be.  
With your help everyone got a good start to the new school year!  Thank you! 

As always, I pray you all will enjoy good health and happy days as you 
share God’s love with the world.  
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Save the Date —Blanket Party, Tuesday, Sep 17, 10:00am 
Please join us on Tuesday Sep 17, at 10:00am in the Fellowship Hall to make 
fleece blankets for the school pantry. No sewing skills required! Please bring a  
pair of scissors if you have them.  Lunch will be provided. Please see Julie or Di-
ane with any questions.  

We got to know our community better at the Meet-N-Eat on August 11th.  Mayor 
Paul Keller shared with us what is happening in Fairborn now and in the near      

future. We want to serve our community and be good neighbors.  

Thank You, Mayor Keller! 

The “Guys” -Dick Winters, Bob Hendrix, 
Bill Arnold, and  Ken Gadd -  support 

FISH at a Dragon’s game. Friday Aug. 2nd. 

First day of school! 

All buses have arrived and students are ready to 
find their classroom.  Our Helping Hands (in color-
ful vests) are ready with names and room num-
bers if anyone forgot their room number. 
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ADULT CHRISTIAN EDUCATION NEWS 

 

Sunday Mornings:  We are currently studying Exodus.  We look at a variety of translations 
each week, and discuss the relevance of the scriptures for our lives today.  All are welcome! 
(This class gathers at 8:45 am in the Boardroom.) 
Tuesday Mornings:  This 7:00 am group is “on hold” for the present time. 
Thursday afternoons:  We are taking a summer break, but will resume at 1:00 pm on Sept. 
12th with the DVD series, Jesus and His Jewish Influences, created by renowned archaeolo-
gist and biblical scholar Dr. Jodi Magness of The University of North Carolina at Chapel 
Hill.  One of our favorite professors, she points out that Jesus’ actions and teachings didn’t 
emerge from a vacuum. They were actually products of a fascinating dialogue with ancient 
Jewish beliefs.  Some of the questions we will consider during the 24-lecture course (12 clas-
ses before and 12 after Christmas) will include: 

How was early Judaism different from the Judaism practiced today?  

How did events like the Babylonian exile and the reign of Herod the Great affect the de-
velopment of Judaism up to Jesus’ time?  

What did it really mean to be a Jew in ancient Israel, and what did that mean for Jesus? 

Was Jesus a Pharisee?  Could he have been an Essene? 
The roots of Jesus’ ministry are impacted by ancient texts and archaeological discoveries, as 
well as the scriptures of the Old and New Testaments and the books of the Apocrypha. Em-
bark on an in-depth investigation of the ancient world that Jesus was born into, and revisit 
the tumultuous events of early Jewish history, with the specific purpose of understanding 
how they shaped an individual—and a movement—whose legacy endures to this very day. 
For more information, please see Denise Lo Cicéro or Shirley Schlafman. 

Supper Club 
Reunion 
Ray Acus 

John Eubel 
Chris Eubel 

Margaret Beaver 
Ralph Beaver 

Jan Smith 
Shirley Schlafman 

Marlene Acus 

This fall we will have a "Mitten Tree" in the parlor to hang hats and mittens for 
the children at Fairborn Primary School. This past winter the mitten and hat sup-
ply in Ernie's Boutique was severely depleted. All of the hats Pastor Karen knitted 
with love were given to happy children. We hope she's knitting more! You can 
help too by looking for "good buys". Your thoughtful support will be appreciated. 
Please see Marlene Acus if you have any questions. Thank you! 
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Thank you for the flowers that you sent 
home with Marilyn.  They reminded me 
of how much I appreciate the wonderful 
friends that I have in our church. 

Ed Lŏw 

 

   

Happy Birthday! 

Sep 3 Peter Bletzinger 

 5 Steve Warthman 

 8 Denise Lo Cicéro 

  Mary Rust 

 9 Woody Ensor 

 12 Ray Acus 

  Pat Biggs 

 19 Joyce Lawler 

 21 Elizabeth Thomas 

 23 Joy King 

 24 Elaine Brown 

 25 Andy Cook 

 27 John Haynes 

 29 Pam Botts 

Oct 7 Frank Eastep 

  Kathleen Seewer 

 

 

God  
Bless 

 
Heidi 

  
 

Baptized 
August 11th 
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Lifeline—the monthly newsletter  of the   

First Presbyterian Church of  Fairborn, Ohio 

1130 Highview Dr,  Fairborn, OH  45324 

937-878-3954 

“The Friendliest Church in Town” 

Sunday Adult Bible Study:  8:45 a.m.    Sunday Worship:  10:15 a.m. 

Pastor:  Reverend Karen Cassedy 

Education and Mission Coordinator  and  Director of Music:  Denise Lo Cicéro 

Financial Secretary:  Carolyn McMillan 

Director of Chancel Ringers:  Rena Leatherman 

Organist:  Jeff Firestone 

Office Hours: Tuesday—Friday, 10 am—2 pm (closed Monday) 

Remember! FISH Pantry donations are the 
first Sunday of each month. Non-
perishable items may be brought in any 
Sunday and placed in the barrel in the 
narthex. 
Suggested donations are: 
Canned Soups   
Canned Vegetables    
Canned Fruit    
Canned Juices                 
Canned Meats 
(Tuna, Stews, Spam, etc.) 
Boxed Items 
(Rice, Cereal, Crackers, Mac n’ Cheese, 
etc.) 
Baby Items 
(Diapers, Formula, Canned Foods, etc.) 
Personal Hygiene Items 
(Soap, Shampoo, Toothbrushes, etc.) 

Articles for the October 2019  Lifeline need  to 

be  in the office by September 25. 

There will be a limited number of  

copies of the Lifeline in the lower narthex  

at the Welcome/Visitors table if you  

want to pick one up.        

_______________ 

Please let the office  know  

of any meetings that you have  

scheduled in the church building  

so that we can maintain an  

accurate calendar and  

answer questions as folks call. 

SESSION 
Moderator: Rev. Karen Cassedy  

Clerk:  Kathleen Seewer 
Ruling Elders:  Marlene Acus, Elaine Brown, Ken Gadd, John Haynes, Bill McMillan, 

Art Myers, Troy Oliver, Jan Smith, and Diane Sondergelt  


